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ScoA Klann

IT'S RARE THAT I GET TO DO THIS.  But as of 
press time, I'm currently trekking through France and other locales scouting out ideas for the 2023 NH 
Wine Club cruise. And in actuality, I was in the Condrieu region today walking the very home and 
motherland of Viognier. What are the odds that this is where I am visiting as I am tasked with writing 
a wine club newsletter. Tomorrow I hike the vineyards of Tain L'Hermitage...the center of the universe 
and home of the most important Syrahs on earth. I know it sounds like hard work. But someone has 
to do the research to stay relevant and fresh for all of you, the greatest wine club squad 
there ever was. 

Speaking of relevance, it's pretty wild to be starting to plan major events again. As we begin (yes, just 
begin) to surface after the craziness of the last two years, we are indeed starting to think about how 
our events will kick back into gear here at the ol' NH. Our last event was Baconfest 2019. So the 
muscles have atrophied a little. But we got this. Things are coming together for the summer. 
It'll be a light load this year as we recondition ourselves. But it's happening! White wine releases, 
Zinfandel releases...possibly even a library tasting and/or a vertical or two. 

We cannot thank you enough for all the support you have shown us through these very challenging 
couple of years of chaos and discord. It will be an important part in the history of this company and 
we will not soon forget about any of it. They say it takes a village. You are the village.

Salud!
Scott Klann
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Varietals: 50% Carignane, 30% Zinfandel, 20% 
Petite Sirah
Vineyards: 100% The Dalton Ranch
Appellation: Calaveras County
Aging/Cooperage: 24 months in 3yr old French oak
Alcohol: 14.9%

Deep dark plum aromatics hit hard at first, a result of 
the Carignane that is the primary grape.  The Zin is 
bringing some classic spicy aromas that blend really 
well with the touch of blueberry from the Petite. The 
flavors marry quite well together on the palate.  
Strongest flavors are fresh plum, raspberry and spicy 
oak with some cedar-like characters.  The mouthfeel 
is quite full-bodied with just enough tannins coming 
in from the Petite that it lengthens out the dark fruit 
finish for a few beats.

2016 THE DEVIANT

Varietals: 95% Zinfandel, 5% Carignane
Vineyards: 100% Roland Rosario Vineyard
Appellation: Calaveras County
Aging/Cooperage: 18 months in neutral oak
Alcohol: 14.9%

Intense raspberry fruit with jammy and spicy 
aromas.  Flavors mirror the raspberries but with an 
addition of black cherry, anise and clove charac-
ters.  This is a medium to full-bodied Zin with 
broad mouthfeel and spicy leathery characters.  
The tannins are structured and should preserve 
this wine for many years.  Finishes long with darker 
fruit characters.  

2020 ROLAND ROSARIO ZINFANDEL

2014 SHAKE RIDGE ZINFANDEL
Varietals: 90% Zinfandel, 10% Petite Sirah
Vineyards: 100% Shake Ridge Ranch
Appellation: Amador County
Aging/Cooperage: 16 months in 20% new 
American, 80% neutral
Alcohol: 14.8%

Strong black pepper aromas with raspberry and 
currants.  The flavors mirror these aromas and the 
wine is medium to full-bodied with lots of 
structure.  2014 was a very warm season and as a 
result, the tannins were well structured from the 
get-go and the wine is showing Sierra Foothill 
peppery characters integrated with the tannins, it 
finishes long with the dark berry flavors.

Varietals: 90% Zinfandel, 10% Petite Sirah
Vineyards: 100% The Dalton Ranch
Appellation: Calaveras County
Aging/Cooperage: 16 months in 20% new French 
oak, 80% neutral oak
Alcohol: 15%

Deep black fruit and spice aromas.  The flavors are 
ultra-strong blackberries, anise and clove with an 
earthy component.  This is one big Zin with broad 
mouthfeel and spicy leathery characters.  The 
tannins are firm but structured.  The wine finishes 
with long dark blackberry and plummy characters.

2015 DONNER PARTY ZINFANDEL

Varietals: 100% Zinfandel (Deaver clone)
Vineyards:100% Big John’s Vineyard
Appellation: Calaveras County
Aging/Cooperage: 18 months in 3yr old French oak
Alcohol: 14.8%

Strong raspberry and black cherry aromas 
combine with brambly flavors.  Also juicy blackber-
ry flavors and spicy tones.  This classic Sierra 
Foothills style Zin finishes long & spicy with black 
pepper and lingering plum flavors.

2020 BIG JOHN ZINFANDEL 2020 HERBERT VINEYARD ZINFANDEL

Varietals: 86% Zinfandel, 14% Petite Sirah
Vineyards: 100% Frank Herbert Vineyard
Appellation: El Dorado County
Aging/Cooperage: 18 months in 2yr old French oak
Alcohol: 14.9%

Supple black fruits and spicy anise aromas 
combined with classic Sierra Foothill peppery Zin 
aromas and flavors.  The mouthfeel has a focused 
supple character with a very slight perception of 
sweetness that heavily compliments the black fruit 
characters.  The wine has a great mid-palate with 
classic foothill black pepper characteristics.  
Finishes soft but long with dark berries.
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